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Westminster and Belgravia Branch. A meeting' has been held 
at the house of the Marchioness of Ripon who kindly lent it f 0r the 
occasion. The Countess of Aberdeen took the chair, and introduced Mrs. 
Ormiston Chant, who gave a most valuable and interesting lecture on 
“ Brain-starved Children.” She pointed out how often the supply of blood 
to the brain was insufficient , even in children who looked well in health, 
and that this was frequently the cause of naughtiness in children, when 
their will power and moral consciousness refused to act in concert. Mrs. 
Chant showed how wrong it was to treat the unruly conduct of children as 
if it arose from moral delinquency. * She said that more practical 
knowledge of the problems of child nature— physical, mental, and spirit- 
ual would enable us to save our children from falling into habits of evil- 

doing. We should be able to discriminate between causes and effects, and 
know what is the remedy and how to apply it. 

A meeting was held in May, when Mr. Howard Swan kindly gave a 
lecture on M. Gouin’s new methods for learning foreign languages. 

We hope to form a Natural History Club for our Members this Spring. 
Parents and Teachers are often urged to encourage a love of Natural 
History; their difficulty in doing this lies in the fact that they are ignorant 
of the subject themselves, and so feel unable to encourage others. It has 
been said “A love of Nature is a triple armour against self love,” and the 
child who has an absorbing interest in any one section of Natural Science 
bears a safe -guard against many evils that come to, and through “idle 
hands.” Our Natural History Club is for the purpose of helping those 
who desire to form in children a love of Natural Science. We shall begin 
our work by Holding two introductory meetings of an informal nature. A 
Lady who teaches Natural Science has most kindly promised to come and 
talk to us. We shall discuss with her what books we ought to read ; what 
section we should each take up ; the collections we should encourage the 
children, to make and how to do this. We shall also be told how we may 
prepare ourselves and our children for the summer holiday, when we can 
do practical work. Those who would like to come to the introductory 
meetings should write to the Hon. Sec. : The Lady Isabel Margesson, 63, 
St. George’s Road, S.W. 


Sheffield Branch.— W e have had two meetings of the P.N.E.U. 

« The first on Feb - 2gth > when Mrs. Kirk read a paper upon 

Mrs Wesley, or an 18th century Mother.” The second on March 22 nd, 
7 en * he H ° n - Mrs - Maclagan, wife of the Archbishop of York, addressed 
meeting of ladies assembled in the Girls’ High School, on the subject 
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of parental training of children. The vathTiL 7- , . 

>n connection with the Sheffield Branch of h,5d * Ch H*? been conven ed 
tional Union, was well attended. The r! ¥»“- 

amongst those present were Mrs. Woodhmico ^ e P resi ded, and 

Coombe, and Miss Walmsley. The Chaiim- ’ Fa ^ C ’’ Mrs ' N ewton 
branch, which was formed in October ison " 7^ a bnef re P ort of the 
principles and objects of the Society ’ The ’ r" C ' ted the general 

of parents of all classes aoderSd Z £ ! h « *?*>»* 

education in all their aspects, and especially i.wi P , a " d methods of 
formation of habits and character ; the creadnir ofTh'l!-"^ !*!?“"! the 
on the subject of the training of children • the aff H' ^ PUb ' C 0pinlon 
tunities for co-operation and consX’tion ! rdlng paren * °PP°r- 
enthusiasm through the sympathy of member; acting^ogeahef- °Ld ffie 

homTfnd E trail T 

estl„ s address, said so™ pare ’Is ££ 

shift the responsibility as to the preparation of their children fir 
schoo upon the school teachers,’ but she pointed out that they (the 

parents) had important moral and religmus, as well as educational duties 

cast upon them. She urged them to take a sympathetic interest in aU that 
pertained to the welfare of their sons and dangers, and espedallv’to 

being ip'iS “ ° f ,h ' Ch " dren - ChMdre " “““ >fained without 

Hampstead and Sr. John’s Wood Branch. -On Monday, April 
l 7 r th \ at 8 P.m., a paper was read by Miss Eva Young, on - The 

Musical Education ot the huture : Keyboard Notation.” Syllabus: Music 
past and present.— Opposing tendencies.— Comparison with Lano-uag-e — 
Good and bad ear.— Moral and intellectual value of Music.— Cultivation 
of the unmusical. — Importance of Symbolism: Arithmetic, Writing, &c. — 
Musical Symbolism. — Analysis of the present method. — The Key-board 

method, with diagrams. — Realization of Key. — Learning by heart. Three 

types of players.— Sight Singing and Playing — Music for the Poor.— 
Difficulties. — Conclusion. 

HAMPSTEAD Branch — Dear Editor,— I enclose a report of our last 
meeting. Our next is to be on May 17 th, when Mrs. Steinthal will give a 
demonstration lesson in Modelling, instead of her paper on “ Hand and 
Eye Culture.” I find it useful to get a report of our meetings into a 
local paper, sending it myself when a reporter is not present. Many 
people read it who do not come to the meetings. Other Branch Secretaries 
might find this plan useful. Hon. Sec. : C. S. Playne. 


Woodford and Wanstead Branch.— At our meeting last night 
(April 27th), we had about 34 present, and Mr. Russell gave us a most 
interesting lecture on “ Lloyd.” Our branch now numbers 23 members, 
and much interest is felt. We grow slowly, but we grow. Ten of the 
members take the magazine. Mr. Russell dealt with the subject from a 
practical and from a metaphysical point of view. He brought a number 
of models which were all handed round. We are trying to make arrange- 
ments for a course in the autumn. 
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■ national Education Union. -Presidents: Ior , 

Parents Natio ^ M . ss c M Mason> House Qf £ otd and 

Lady Aberdeen , Central Council: Dr. A. T c ■ Cat *°n, 

Amblejae; Carman of C.^ ^ ^ ^ ^s^,. 

Vice- Chair tni , . Lady Isabel Margesson, 63 St r ^ rav ^ 

r f fr"«d and S, John’s WoJ 
w ' 20 Buckland Crescent, Belsize Park, N.W. Streatham • v. S ' 

S Bants, de. Beigham Court Road, S.W Woodford : M,, Sp^ 
< unven, Bywell, Woodford, E. Reading: Wm Salmon, Esq , s6 Lo £ 
iZ et Iikley, Yorks: Mrs. Francis Steinthal, Wharfemead. Sheffield' 
Mrs Newton Coombe, Brocco Bank. Leeds: Mrs. John Barran, \v eet ‘ 
;.ood. Kendal : Colin Somervell, Esq. Sussex : Mrs. Borrer, Pak ^ 
Manor Hurstpierpoint. Manchester; Mrs. Welsh, l rehem, Talbot R 0ad 
Members’ subscriptions, 5s. per annum, to include both heads 0 f a 
household. Subscribers of i<w. a year and upwards are entitled to receive 
the Parents' Review free. AH inquiries may be addressed to Henry 
Perrin, Esq., Hon. Organising Sec., 8 Carlton Hill, N.W. 

Annual Meeting— The Annual Meeting of the Parents National 
Educational Union, will take place at London House, (by the very kind 
permission of the Bishop of London) on IVednesday, June 7 th, at 
3.30 p.m. The Presidents of the Society, Lord and Lady Aberdeen, will 
address the meeting, and other weighty addresses will be delivered. It is 
earnestly hoped that all who are interested in the work of the Union will 
endeavour to be present. Tickets should be secured early. Apply, enclosing 
stamped and addressed envelope, to Henry Perrin, Esq., 8 Carlton Hill, 
N.W. 
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‘ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline of life.” 

ON SOME ASPECTS OF SLOJD. 

By C. Russell. 

A Paper read before the Woodford Branch of the P.N.E.U. 

My chief object being to show cause why Slojd should 
henceforth take an honorable place in our schools, I must 
first give my reasons tor believing — what many, 1 know, do 
not believe— that, as a school-subject, Slojd not only has a 
real educational value, but a value at least as great as that of 
certain other school-subjects that have hitherto enjoyed more 
favour. We must, in a word, look first at the absolute , and 
then at the relative value of Slojd, before we can decide either 
for or against it. 

Before I proceed, however, to deal with even the first of 
these points, I must state shortly what Slojd, as I under- 
stand it, is. 

Time was, the histories tell us, when it was necessary to 
explain to an English audience that Slojd was neither a person, 
nor a place, nor a patent medicine, but thanks to the spread 
of Education, those dark ages are now past, and an average 
Englishman can generally tell you roughly what Slojd is, 
though he may not be quite sure of the spelling. 

The history of the word throws — in this case — but little light 
on the thing, so I shall not dwell on it, but merely content 
myself with stating boldly that Slojd , the Swedish word, is 
still recognizable in our own sleight of hand — and that Slojd 
the thing is a system of educational school hand -work. A 
system of educational school hand-work : a SYSTEM, because 
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